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MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL

I'm glad to know that the Department of Geography,Krishnagar Women'’s College is going
to publish an E-MAGAZINE titled "GEOSPACE" on 30" June. The Department takes pride
for its highly dedicated faculty and bright, meritorious and promising students.Classroom
teaching of the Department is supplemented by seminars, study tours and workshops
arranged regularly. This year the department has offered an add on course on

“Geography of Tourism” for the holistic development of the students.

| extend my heartiest congratulation to the Faculty and the student of the Department

and wish them all success in the new endeavor.

Dr.Natasa Dasgupta,Principal

Krishnagar Women's College
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Raima Sarkar, 4™ SEM(H)
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LIFE BEYOND THE EARTH - IS ANYBODY OUT OF THERE?

Baishali Dey,4™ SEM(H)
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"Life on earth is based on complex organic molecules consisting of chains of carbon,

hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen'.

BF 48 ANTS =T YT NCOI2 FG 4= THad WA AR (TARATS @ [F7
COR NUT AW TNACEAS OO (FIN AP AN WSg NS I 1 (TUN- VENUS.
2 ATZF WRZSTT AN G AIFANI2 BAFA VT | G2 426 W14 [ e
OILIEMRI 1960 ATCT AYN Frank Drake (father of Science News writer Nadia Drake)
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FERMI PARADOX:
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1. Rare Earth hypothesis:
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2. The extinction of the species:.
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3. Goldilocks —zone:
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THE WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE

DEBLINA CHAKROBORTY, 4™ SEM(H)

“The greatest unsolved mysteries are the
mysterious of our existence as conscious beings

in a small corner of a vast universe”

The universe is often called mysterious as it is something very obscure and is beyond
human knowledge to explain. It is always a mystery about how the universe began and
when it will end the universe is so diverse and unique. It interests the scientists to learn
about all the variance that lies beyond man's grasp. Likewise, among all the wonders,’
BLACK HOLE', one of the most fascinating topics of the universe, make people surprise
most. like long dark tunnels to nowhere. The name Black-hole is because of the fact that
not even light could escape their gravitational pull light as a result disappears from the
visible universe and 'hole' denotes the actual hole where everything is absorbed. Black
holes cannot be seen if something ever crosses the 'Event horizon ' (sphere of black
hole), will disappear instantly. In 1915, after the announcement of Einstein's Relativity
Theory, German physicist Karl Schwarzchild was the first to 'discover’ black holes.
There are four types of black holes: Stellar, supper massive, intermediate and miniature,
the most commonly known way a black hole forms by Stellar death. As stars reach the
ends of their lives lose mass and then cool to form white dwarfs. In their final stages
enormous stars go out with a bang in massive explosions known as supernova. It can have
masses equal to billions of suns these cosmic monsters likely hide at the center known as

'Sagittarius A*' that are more than four million times as massive as our sun.
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incidentally, Black holes are messy eaters too, which often betray their locations as they
sip on surrounding stars their massive gravitational and magnetic forces superheat the
infalling gas and dust, causing it to emit radiation The universe is indeed a creation of
wonder and it is unfathomable by men. Its gigantic size makes us repeat so often the

saying " Many O Lord, My God are the wonders you have done...."

(THE FIRST EVER IMAGE, CAPTURED BY SCIENTISTS)
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GEOGRAPHY AS A SPATIAL SCIENCE

ANAMIKA SARKAR,4™ SEM(H)

Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people and their
environment geographers explore both the physical properties of earth’s surface and the
human societies spread across it. Let us take the word “geography” apart. The word
geography can be broken into the two basic elements of "GEO” and "GRAPHY". 'Geo’
comes from the GREEK word which means ‘the earth’ and the second GREEK word is
‘Graph’ which means ‘to write’ The GEO+GRAPH literally means “to write about the earth”.
The ancient GREEK scholar Erathosthenes is called the ‘Father of Geography’ and he

was the first to use the word geography -

According to Helfner, “Geography studles the differences of phenomena usually related
in different parts of the earth’s surface’Richard Hartshorne,1959, “Geography is
concerned with the description and explanation of the areal differentiation of earth’s
surface”. Geography asks the big question ~-Where? How? Why? What it? —and gives us
the perspective to answer them with advanced technology and a solid knowledge of the
world in which we all live together.Michael Plain, the man behind travel shows like around
the world in 80 days, pole to pole and full circle says, “Geography is no longer just
something which you learn from a book and a map and that's it. It's very much now a
collaborating thing studying geography is a key to understanding the world.it broadens
the mind and it just help us to realize that we all share the same planet and we should
know more about what makes us different as well as what makes us similar field trips are
very important looked at book and | looked at maps | looked at atlases. | enjoyed that,
but the thing the inspired me most of all was being taken from the school into the local

area to look at nature .to look at the way the land looked, to understand the geography,

29




to walk up little hills and streams and see how the ecological system worked, look at the
environment.” Fundamentally, the term “Geography” is used to — “describe or picture or
write about the Earth.” But, more names of places.... are not geography.... It has higher aim
than this; it seeks — to classify phenomena to compare, to generalize to ascend from
effects to causes, and in doing so, to trace out the laws of nature and to mark their
influences upon man. this is simply ‘a description of the world'. Hence, Geography is a
science thing not more names but of argument and reason of cause and effect (William
Hughes, 1863).The key question tracing most science is "How" and thus focus on the
process by something comes about regardless of time or place. Geography is described
as a spatial science because it focuses is on “where” things are and why they occur there.
Geographers seek to answer all or more than one of tour basic questions when studying
our environment. There relate to location place spatial pattern, and spatial interaction

Let's look at hoe a physical geographer answers there question about a desert.

Location: Location is defined as “the position in space” of something. latitude and
longitude is a convenient way to locate something’s position. The Sonoran Desert is
located at a latitude and longitude of 33°40°N, 114°15'W, this defines the Sonoran Desert's
absolute location. It actually covers an area of 311,000 square kilo metres (120,000
SQUARE MILE) between 25° to 33° North and longitude 105° to 118° West. We can also
define the Sonoran Desert in relation to a known location, called its relative location "The
Sonoran Desert wraps around the northern end of the Gulf of California, from norther

eastern Baja California through south eastern California and southwestern Arizona to

western Sonora.”
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Place: Geographers describe place as “.... the human and natural phenomena that give
a location its unique character (Gershmel,2009). A geographer may want to know how
the Sonoran Desert compares to the Sahara Desert .to answer this question, a physical
geographers will collect data to compare their temperatures and perception and
contrast the vegetation soils and fauna found there.

CHIHUAHUAN
DESERT

Spatial Pattern: Geographers are especially interested in the arrangement or

patterns of earth phenomena. We might want to know. “What is the distribution of
deserts on the Earth?” By examining a map of World Climate, we find deserts in the dry

interiors of the subtropics and midlatitudes.

Spatial Interaction: Finally, geographers are interested in how elements of the earth

system interact with one another to crate geographic patterns. A geographer might ask —
“How do mountains interact with weather systems to affect the distribution of deserts?”
By looking at maps of mountain system, wind precipitation patterns and maps of climate
we find that mountain oriented perpendicular to the flow of wind create most conditions
on the windward side and dry conditions on the leeward side. The dry leeward side is
described as being in the “rain shadow”. In many parts of the world deserts, like the
Sonoran Desert of the United States is found in the rain shadow.Fundamentally,
geographers are concerned with where something is at, why it's there, and how it relates

to things around it they address this through defining where their object of inquiry is

31




located, what the place is like uncovering its distributional pattern, and understanding
how it interacts with its environment. Our interest in understanding the geography of

earth goes back centuries and will continue to intrigue us far into the future.

DISTRIBUTION OF
NON-POLARARID LAND |
|

(after Meigs, 1953)
=]
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URBAN ENCROACHMENT ON AGRICULTURAL LAND

TITHI BHATTACHARYA,4™ SEM(H)

Urban Encroachment is defined as the spreading of urban developments underdeveloped
land near a city. The term urban sprawl was first used in an article in the Times in 1955 as
a negative comment on the state of London's outskirts. Reid Ewinghas shown that sprawl
has typically been characterized as urban development exhibiting at least one of the
following characteristics low density or single use development, strip development,
scattered development or leapfrog development. Ewing has also argued that suburban
development does not, so called constitute sprawl depending on the form it takes,
although Gordon& Richardson have argued that the term is sometimes used
synonymously with suburbanization in a pejorative Causes of Urban Encroachment:There
are many factors that contribute to urban Encroachment. As indicated by the statistics,
population increases alone do not account for Increases in a metropolitan area’s urban
extent. In many cases urban sprawl has occurred in areas experiencing population
declines, and some areas with rising populations experience little urban sprawl, especially
in developing countries economic growth and globalization are often cited as the

principal macroeconomic drivers of urban sprawl.




1.Lower land rates: Lower cost land and houses in the outer suburbs of the cities,

because the centers of urban development have really made people want to stop setting

in these areas and want to venture further out.

2. The rise in standard of living: These are also increases in standards off living

and average family incomes, which means that people have the ability to pay more to

travel and commute longer distances to work and back home.

3. Lack of urban planning: People love to find areas that are less trafficked and

more calm which leads them to sprawl out to other sections of the town. Unprecedented
development, cutting of trees, loss of green cover, long traffic jams, poor infrastructure

force people to move out to new areas.

4. The rise in population growth: Another fact that contributes to urban sprawl is

the rise in population growth. As the number of people in a city grow beyond capacity

1 Water

man Bare Ground

Agricultural Lands

-200 -100 0 100 200 300
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The local communities continue to spread farther and farther from city centers.
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Impacts of Urban Encroachment: Urban sprawl is the extension of low-density

residential, commercial and industrial development into area beyond a city's boundaries

that occurs is an unplanned or uncoordinated manner. It is generally Characterized by-

1.

Low density development that is dispersed and
situated on large lots.

Geographic separation of essential places such as work,
home, school and shopping.

High dependence on automobiles for travel.

Increased impervious surface area due to pavement,
which interferes with ground water recharge.

Habitat fragmentation and degradation.

Urban sprawl combines low-density housing and single-use development. This

leads to fragmentation of habitats, increases the average travel distances for daily

trips and hinders a shift towards less energy intensive transportation modes

Sprawling City  Compact City
Location Atlanta Barcelona
Urban Population (million inhabitants) 25 2.8
Urban Area (km?) 4,280 162
Urban Density (pph) 6 173
Energy Consumption Per Capita for 80 9
Private Transportation (MJoules)

Figure: Sprawl vs. Compact Cities. An often-cited example of urban sprawl is Atlanta,

GA (US), which has a similar population as Barcelona but occupies an urban area that is

26 times as large.

56




Solution of Urban Encroachment: Urban sprawl typically cuts neighbour hoods off from

places of business, forcing people to be car reliant. Urban sprawl is the outward spread of
development from urban centres into rural areas. It is typically unorganized and poorly
planned, making it an unsustainable form of development. Urban sprawl wreaks havoc on
the natural land, ecosystem and community. “Inefficient distribution of land and failure to
reduce space between and around developments leads to fragmentation of the habitats
that are left after the development,” according to Ball State University Fortunately there

are solutions to urban sprawl in smart growth, new urbanism and community involvement.

1.Urban growth boundaries: Another related measure is urban growth boundaries
This means that a specific area is an area inside the boundary is used for urban
development while the area outside the boundary is used for agricultural or other
purposes, but not for settlement. By using these boundaries, urban sprawl can be
effectively mitigated since it is clear in advance where buildings are permitted and where

they are prohibited.

2.Building permit limits: Another way to confine sprawl is to set building permit
limits in suburbs This is an easy but yet quite effective way. If these limits are quite strict,
they lead to a significant reduction in urban sprawl since people are simply not able to
build their homes in restricted areas therefore, more people are likely to stay in the cities
instead of moving to suburbs. Moreover, by setting strict building permit limits, it is likely
that the prices for buildings in suburbs increase This makes it even more favourable for

people to stay in the cities instead of moving.

3.Tax discrimination: Local authorities can also use tax discrimination in order to
fight urban sprawl This means that municipalities could charge fewer taxes on certain
services if people live in cities compared to suburbs This may also include the tax on

housing. If taxes are lower in cities, people have a stronger incentive to stay or move
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there.Moreover, authorities may also charge higher taxes on fuel to make commuting less

attractive This will also make the city life more attractive compared to suburban life.

4.Land acquisition of local governments:

Another measure against sprawl is a land acquisition of local authorities or governments.]
through the acquisition of land, these authorities have control over how this land is used
in the future. By acquiring land in suburbs or rural areas, authorities may prohibit the
building of houses in these areas and rather make them available for reforestation or

farming purposes.

5.Local planning policies: In order to meet the problem of urban sprawl, local
planning policies can be quite effective This means that municipalities take efforts that
people stay in cities and do not settle down in suburbs or rural areas. This can be
accomplished by increasing the living quality in cities compared to suburbs This may
include improving public transport or ensuring a higher quality of education so that

people are happy to stay in the cities.
CONCLUSION

Urban sprawl can have significant severe consequences on our daily lives and also on the

environment There are several measures that can be taken in order to mitigate this
problem In general, governments and municipalities should give people the incentive to

stay in the cities If people have a high living quality in cities and are also able to afford to
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live there, there will be no reason to move to suburbs and thus the problem of urban

sprawl can be confined.

Sources:

» Google Pages:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban sprawl

)

https://urbact.eu/planning-and-urban-

sprawl

» Wikipedia,
» Rethinking Urban Sprawl:
Moving Towards Sustainable Cities
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NOISE POLLUTION
SURYANI ROY, 4™ SEM(H)

Noise pollution is considered to be any unwanted or disturbing sound that affects the
health and wellbeing Of human beings and other organisms. Sound is measured in
decibels noise pollution impacts millions of people on a daily life The most common
health problems it causes is NOISE HEARING LOSS(NHL) Exposure to loud noise can also
cause high blood pressure heart disease, sleep disturbances, and stress these health
problems can also affect all age groups, especially children. The world health organization
(WHO) DEFINES above 65decibles as a noise pollution when it exceeds 75decibles painful
above 120db.

There are various types of sound pollution:

1) INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION 2) ENVIROMENTAL POLLUTION 3) NEIGHBOURHOOD
POLLUTION 4) TRANSPORT NOISE.

Take a look at the noise pollution effects on human beings:

1.contraction of blood vessels 2. making skin pale 3. blaring sound are known as mental
distress4. heart attacks neurological problems birth defects and abortion5.ultrasonic
sound can affect the digestive respiratory, cardiovascular system and semi-circular canals

of the internal car.

60




There are some ways to reduce the noise pollution:

1.The first and foremost happens to be awareness amongst individual as well as industries
2.encouraging the use of silencers etc.be taken up strictly

3.DJ should be allowed to play only up to a certain fixed time in a residential

neighbourhood so as to prevent the inconvenience of people

4.youngsters often like to play loud music in homes and cars this should be discouraged

by means of checks and fine.

PRIMARY CAUSES OF NOISE POLLUTION

1.POOR URBAN PLANNING

2.INCREASED URBANISATION

3.SOCIAL EVENTS

4 TRANSPORTATION

5.AIR TRAFFIC NOISE

6.ANIMALS

7.CATERING AND NIGHT FIRE

8.HOUSEHOLD CHORES

9.CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES

10.INDUSTRILIZATION
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Noise pollution can be also effectively controlled by taking the

following measures:

*Controlling at receiver send: for people working in noisy installations, ear protection

aids like ear plugs headphones etc.

*Suppression of noise at source: it can be achieved by following methods
*Designing fabricating and using quitter machines.

*Proper lubrication and better maintenance of machines

*Installing of noisy machines in sound proof chambers

*Planting of trees: planting trees and shrubs roads, hospitals, educational institutions

etc. trees like Ashoka neem tamarind are good for this purpose

*White Noise: it is a special type of sound which is used to mask up background sounds.
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COSMIC DUST

PRITHA TALUKDER,2NP SEM(H)

Introduction:

The accumulation of cosmic dust on Earth is generally assumed to be constant as it is not
a function of any terrestrial process of enrichment or depletion as is known to be case for
cosmic rays. They comprise of certain chemical properties. Cosmic dust provides insights
into solar system's evolution, but more effort is needed to connect astronomical
observations with studies at samples collected at Earth and samples returned from space
missions. " Penny Wozniakiewicz reports on an RAS Specialist Discussion meeting from

December 2015".

*Formation Of Star Dust*

WHAT IS COSMIC DUST?

e Cosmic dust consisting a particle less than a few milli meter in diameter, is a universal
phenomenon and an important component in the history of all planetary systems. Dust
and gas make up the molecular clouds in which planetary systems originate, collapsing to
form stars and their protoplanetary discs. Assuming a similar evolutionary path to that of
our own solar system, acceleration within these discs can ultimately produce planets and
minor bodies such as asteroids and comets. Eventually, stellar winds begin to clear

residual primordial dust and gas, but dust remains between the planets, continually
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replenished by impact events between solid bodies, particularly the airless, low-mass (and

hence low escape velocity) asteroids and comets.

e Dust from space constantly falls from the sky, 10.000 tons a year we call this material
cosmic dust and it is everywhere, it is on the streets, in our homes on the roofs of our
houses and even on our clothes. Cosmic dust particles are just rocks, simply very small
rocks and all rocks tell a story, they record the events that have happened to them over
their history and they record the nature of the environment in which they formed and so,

we can read a history of our solar system with extra-terrestrial dust.

e *Cosmic dust not really different from dust here on earth. They are very small particles
and they are a combination of either a lot of atoms of a particular kind or a combination
of a lot of molecules that come together and make these very small grains about 1/100th
the size of our hair. They are usually mostly made of carbon or silicon but they also have
many of the other elements in the periodic table of elements. [ Dr. Varoujan Gorjian the

Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California]

e Every year, roughly 10 particles of space dust land on each square meter of Earth’s
surface. “That means that they are everywhere. They are on the streets. They are in your
home. You may even have some cosmic dust on your clothes,” said Matthew GENGE, a
planetary scientist at Imperial College London who specializes in these alien dust grains,

known as micrometeorites.

e Round and multi colored like tiny marbles, micrometeorites are as distinctive as they
are ubiquitous, yet they escaped notice until the 1870s, when the HMS Challenger
expedition dredged some up from the bottom of the Pacific Ocean. (On land, the

accumulation of terrestrial dust tends to overwhelm and conceal the cosmic kind.)

64




For a century, scientists thought that the strange spherules found on the seafloor had
dripped off the molten surfaces of larger meteors as they crashed through the
atmosphere. In fact, cosmic dust floats here from space rocks hundreds of millions of

miles away, bearing tiny messages.

For 30 years GENGE has been deciphering those messages, one grain at a time.

WHERE DOES THE DUST COME FROM AND HOW IT IS CREATED?

The universe is a very dusty place. Cosmic dust consists of tiny particles of solid material
floating around in the space between the stars. Dust is important because we find lots of
it around young stars. In fact, it helps them to form and it is also the raw material from

which planets like the Earth are formed.

e Dust actually gets created in the death of stars and there are two different kinds of

deaths

¥ In a more massive star, the star collapses and it dies in a massive explosion. And in that
explosion, there's a lot of elements that are created in that explosion and then they're

driven off and then they eventually became parts of Interstellar dust.
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HOW CAN WE SEE COSMIC DUST?

1. Cosmic dust can be detected by indirect methods that utilize the radiative properties

of the cosmic dust particles.

2. NASA collects samples of star dust particles in the Earth's atmosphere using plate

collectors under the wings of stratospheric-flying airplanes.

eRecent NASA flights collected Cosmic Dust during the expected settling time of the

Perseid meteor shower, potentially providing targeted samples from comet Swift-Tuttle.

. composition
2. porosity

*Cosmic Dust Analysis*

NASA astronomers have recently discovered cosmic dust that holds the ingredients for

star birth throughout the universe.

According to a press note, NASA Hubble Space Telescope has photographed a
concentration of elements that are responsible for the formation of stars in our galaxy
and throughout the universe. The US space agency informed that the opaque, dark knots

of gas and dust, that can be seen in the picture, are called 'Bok globules'.

66




® CONCLUSION: Our universe is full of elements known and unknown. Cosmic dust is
the dust from space that carries information about the mysteries of the universe, the
history of planets. Scientists believe that cosmic dust is what's left behind from asteroid
or comet collisions that happened during the big bang to the formation of galaxies and

solar systems, including our own.
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ENVIRONMENT QUALITY AND HAPPINESS

JAYASREE MANDAL
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

What is happiness? It seems like a tough question, but is it? Do you know how to define
happiness? Do you think happiness is the same thing to you as it is to others? Does it
even make a difference in our lives? | am starting the article with so many questions right.
Because happiness plays an important role in our lives, and it can have a huge impact on
the way we live our lives. 'Happiness is an emotional state characterized by feelings of joy,
satisfaction, contentment, and fulfilment. While happiness has many different definitions,
it is often described as involving positive emotions and life satisfaction’. There are several
factors which actually determine our happiness like family, economic stability, positive
state of mind etc. As we all know Finland is number one when it comes to happiness
according to a survey conducted in 2022 So happiness can be assessed like any other
Human Development Index parameters. Why happiness become a key metric to track the
performance of a person? Because every single person’s mental wellbeing matters our
family as well as our society One more important fact is that according to The World
Happiness Reports, over the years, confirmed that people in the modern world are more
prone to have poorer mental health, a low score of subjective well-being, and poor
perception of governance and law and order, despite high-income levels. Environmental
quality is a general term which can refer to: varied characteristics such as air and water
purity or pollution, noise, access to open space, and the visual effects of buildings, and
the potential effects which such characteristics may have on physical and mental health
Natural Environment plays an important role in mental health-happiness. It is well

documented that lash-green environment has a direct impact on our mental health Green
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natural environment may have higher environmental quality as most of the time it is free
from air, water noise pollution etc Besides the quality of the environment, scenic and
aesthetic beauty of nature also plays a major role on our mental health. In front of ocean
or mountain we feel protected, energized and rejuvenated Natural environment is a
mechanism which reduce our stress and restore our cognitive emotions Natural
environment creates an openness in front of us which affect our behaviour that helps to
encourage us for social interaction. Safe air, land, and water are fundamental to a healthy
community environment. An environment free of hazards, such as smoke, carbon
monoxide SPM, lead, and toxic chemicals, helps prevent disease and other health
problems. Implementing and enforcing environmental standards and regulations,
monitoring pollution levels and human exposures, building environments that support
healthy lifestyle .So now the question is are people aware of the fact that our mental
health and happiness directly For example, when asked how important environmental
protection is for their well-being and life satisfaction, 88% of World Happiness Report
2020 respondents in the German Socio-Economic Panel Study (SOEP) rate it as important
or very important. When asked about whether they are concerned about environmental
protection, 72% state that they are somewhat or very concerned. Similarly, 70% state that
they are somewhat or very concerned about the consequences of climate change.9 How
the environment affects people’s well-being has also been the subject of academic
research. More and more datasets including indicators of subjective well-being have
become available in recent years and can now be merged — often at a very precise
geographical level — with external, objective indicators of environmental factors. A
growing stream of studies exploits these data to show how people’s feelings and life
evaluations depend on these factors in their surroundings has also been the subject of

academic research.

For example, when asked how important environmental protection is for their well-being

and life satisfaction, most of the people will say as important or very important and they
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are also feeling concern about their environment. How the environment affects people’s
well-being has also been the subject of academic research. More and more datasets
including indicators of subjective well-being have become available in recent years and
can now be merged — often at a very precise geographical level — with external, objective
indicators of environmental factors. A growing stream of studies exploits these data to
show how people’s feelings and life evaluations depend on these factors in their
surroundings. As happiness helps humans to become human resources Researchers

throughout the world giving emphasis on happiness.
References:

*MacKerron, George (2012) Happiness and environmental quality. London School of

Economics and Political Science
*Happiness, World Happiness Report,2022.

*Arnberger, A, Eder, R (2012) “The influence of green space on community attachment of

urban and suburban residents”. Urban Forestry and Urban Greening

*Blanchflower, D G, Oswald, A J (2011) “International happiness: a new view on the

measure of performance”. Academy of Management Perspectives
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THE TRADITIONAL RAIBENSHE FOLK DANCE

MD ISRAFIL DHABAK, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
KRISHNAGAR WOMEN'S COLLEGE

'‘RAIBENSHE’ is a name of popular folk-dance form of West Bengal. This Bengali word
‘RAIBENSH" come from two words, which are ‘Rai" means royal or kingly and ‘BENSHE'’
means ‘BANSH’ or bamboo. Long bamboo sticks are used in this dance from which its
name originated. With the help of bamboo sticks they act their steps in this dance form.
RAIBENSHE is very popular dance form of those people who belong to the BAURIS, Domes
and other lower castes in Hindu community in mainly three districts i.e BIRBHUM

BARDHAMAN and Murshidabad in West Bengal.
Characteristics:

Traditionally, this dance was practiced by BAGDI community. This group of people

worked as the bodyguards of the landlords (Zamindar) in medieval Bengali.

*This dance form is developed through practice and it becomes an old tradition which is
maintained by those people who belong the castes, BAGDI BAURIS Domes and other

lower classes.

«In the earlier days, the people practiced this art by which they maintained their body

fitness.
*This dance form is performed by men.

*Long bamboo sticks are the common material of this folk art by which they play so many

acts with military energy and expressions.
*RAIBENSHE is an unique folk culture because there is no use of any song.
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*RAIBENSHE is an energetic folk dance.
*This folk-dance form shows us the ancient nature of this group of people.

«In this folk art, the performers’ gestures include their military activities like drawing of
bows from the quiver, throwing of spears, brandishing of knives and flourishing of swords,

scimitar.
Formats of RAIBENSHE:

This dance form is also used for enact some episodes from mythology.
*The performers also act few steps like hunters riding on the back of horse.

«In this dance form, one performer stands on the shoulder of the other dancer where the
upper partner performs the head movement and the lower partner performs the foot

movement.

*There are about 108 types of dance steps in RAIBENSHE dance.

(I

o ’ :i .
Wbl

Costume and Instrument:

72




Traditionally, the performers use to wear Dhoti which is worn with a strip of red cloths
signifying their spirit. This is their traditional dress and at the time of their dance it
becomes comfortable for performing their steps. The most beautiful style of this folk art
is brass anklet which known as ‘Nupur’ in Bengali. This ornament is used to wear on their
ankle. We know that no song is sung in RAIBENSHE folk dance form while they use such
musical instrument like ‘DHOL" (Drum) and 'KANSHIS'(Cymbals) to create rhythm and
music. Their all instruments are made with the materials which are provided by nature like

wood membrane etc.

Now a days, RAIBENSHE dance lose its popularity because, there has no taker to continue
this dance form. Young generation are less interested about this culture. Poverty is one
of the causes which influence them to convert their profession and tradition. Many
performers are injured and fractured their limbs during the practice and many of them
are economically unable to take proper treatment. Nowadays, young generation are less

interested to enjoy this type of dance form while they are attracted by Western culture.

Now, some groups are continuing this practice and their popularity are increased day by
day. It should be needed to encourage them specially to the young generation to continue

their practice and Government also should help them to return its glorious past.
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Amazing Facts

%* Continents shift at about the same rate as your fingernails grow.

%* Mt. Thor on Baffin Island, Canada, has Earth’s greatest sheer vertical drop
(4,101 feet). You can take one step off the peak and fall nearly a mile before you
hit anything.
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** California has more people than all of Canada. Canada: 35.85 million. California:
39.14 million. (According to data from 2015.)
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%* Ninety percent of Earth's population lives in the Northern Hemisphere.
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** Australia is wider than the moon.

% In the Philippines, there’s an island that’s within a lake, on an island that’s
within a lake, on an island. You might need to read that a second time.
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%* The Dead Sea is currently 429 meters below sea level and sinking about 1

meter a year.

f International border
and date line

Big Diomede

-

4% Little Diomede

2km %
5000ft

% At certain times of the year you could walk from the United States to Russia

because of two islands known as Big (Russian) and Little (U.S.) Diomede.Russia
and the United States, at their closest points, are about 2.4 miles apart.

Microsoft
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2* Mount Everest, the world'’s tallest mountain, can fit inside the Marianas Trench,
the deepest part of the ocean.

JRussian time zones

= Russia spans 11 time zones at one end of Russia it could be 7 in the
morning and at the other it's 6 in the evening.
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== Africa is the only continent that covers four hemispheres.

*Source: https://www.travelandleisure.com >
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